
Year in Review
This has been an exciting year for the Tennessee Youth
Court Program. The year has been filled with mile-
stones from beginning to end. Steven Covey asks us
to begin with the end in mind. Following these direc-
tions, we exceeded our objectives in all categories:

• Objective — to serve: 1,300

Actual children served (during grant period): 1802
• Exceeded our objective by 39 percent.

Cases
Cases heard (during grant period): 301

• 258 cases heard, 2010-2011; 321 cases heard,
2009-10; up 16 percent

• 51 status offense cases 
Cases heard to date: 1,622

Youth Reoffending
For the third year in a row, the rate of respondents re-
offending continued to fall 1 – 2 percent.

• Number of youth re-offending (during the

grant period): 15*
• Rate of youth re-offending (during grant

period): 5 percent
• Rate of youth re-offending 2010-2011 = 7

percent (20); down 2 percent
• Rate of youth re-offending, to date: 6.5 percent
* The rate of youth re-offending was 2 percent at the end of

the third quarter (June 2012)

• Technical Assistance Requests: 20 required by
grant (raised from 15 required during the 2010-
2011 grant year); 45 completed

• Exceeded objective by 75 percent

New Courts
• 2010-2011 Grant proposal objective to expand

the program by the addition of 2 courts.
Exceeded the objective by expanding to include
3 new courts. 

• Rutherford County 
• Davidson County added another school, Cane

Ridge High School Law Academy. Recruitment
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Announcements
The following members are rolling off the Tennessee Youth Court Advisory
Board (TYCAB) after a time of exceptional service to this effective, youth
driven program: 
Joy Day
Gwen Harris 

We offer our congratulations to Elvira Newcomb. She will take on new
responsibilities as the Executive Assistant to Commissioner Kathryn “Kate”
O’Day, Tennessee Department of Children’s Services. For the Tennessee
Youth Court Program, this news is bittersweet, as Newcomb will not be
able to continue on our Board. We wish her continued success as she takes
on this new role. 

The Tennessee Youth Court Program has benefited from your service
and is grateful to you for your continued support. We will miss you all.

Transitions …
Debrah Stafford retired from the Tennessee Commission on Children and
Youth with a record of distinguished service. Fortunately for us, Stafford
will remain on the TYCAB. We are grateful she will continue to share her
knowledge and insights with the Tennessee Youth Court Program. 

We welcome …
Patrick Johnson, Senior Consultant with Campbell & Campbell joined
the TYCAB. Campbell & Campbell is one of the largest firms in the nation,
providing consulting services to nonprofits. Johnson brings invaluable
fundraising expertise and experience.

Recently …
Kevin Ligon was appointed to the position of Assistant Police Chief of the
Bells Police Department. Ligon will maintain his position on the Advisory
Board and as coordinator for the Crockett County Teen Court. �
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Youth Court Coordinators with Keith Froehling (center), “Mentor to Millions” 



As I begin to approach middle
age, a stage in my life that has
been the most daunting for
this vain, 49 year old blond, I
have many new aches, pains
and “issues.” But I have found
that one of life’s most trouble-
some setbacks is my inability
to see clearly. 

I am convinced there is a
conspiracy between the phone
book printers, newspaper
producers and all media that are
determined to make the opti-
cally challenged certifiably
insane! But after searching high
and low, I would never have
dreamed that the most effective
treatment plan and the best
medicine for my recovery sat
right before my very inadequate eyes.

I was utterly amazed that the answer was clear. Just
look through the eyes, minds and hearts of the very smart,
talented and energetic youth that God had placed in my
life. These young people have given me a new outlook on
life and shown me new ways to look at life, legal issues
and the application of common sense solutions. 

I love spending time with young people. They see
things with less cynicism and are much more tolerant
of their friends, family, and even their parents! When I
have a bad day in Juvenile Court, I seek out innovative
conversations with working Youth Peer Jurors entranced
in a Youth Court case. After I hear the issues, arguments
and reasoning behind the ultimate ruling, I find that I
still love the practice of law and that the youth truly
understand why being a part of the judicial system is
such an awesome privilege and responsibility.

Sadly, many lawyers and judges become so disen-
chanted and disheartened by the deceit, lies and hatred
for our world, that they become disillusioned by
the profession they once loved. We tend to put
our “blinders” on and simply try to get through
the day, month, or even year without ever seeing
anything positive or worth fighting for in life.

Fortunately, I have been saved from that.
Madison County Youth Court has been my
epiphany. I was excited about the renewal of this
program because I love to be around bright, young
people with fresh ideas. If not for the genius and
fortitude of Amy Jones, my friend, and Juvenile
Court Services Director, this new found positive
vision would never have become a reality. 

Currently, we have 47 (and counting) young
men and women who call Youth Court one of
their most inspiring extracurricular activities. I
call it the most helpful tool for any judge who

needs a new perspective, a
lighter caseload, and, yes, the
ability to see, really see,
through the eyes of a child. 

I believe that if more courts
are willing to open up their
hearts and spend a small
amount of time and energy,
my new found “sight” can
spread to any court in the
country. The preparation time
and initial organization is so
easy due to the detailed
groundwork set out by the
Tennessee Youth Court
Program. Anyone can become
involved. As a skeptical jurist,
I can honestly say that I am
“sold” on this well-organized,
hands-on learning experience.

More importantly, I am convinced that it saves lives.
This program not only changes and potentially prevents
future criminal activity of the participants; but it also
makes the Youth Peer Jury accountable to themselves,
their other jurors and their community. I dare say that
any other prevention tool can claim this success in such
impressive numbers. In closing, I encourage all judges,
courts and juvenile court services employees and
community volunteers to support this powerful and
eye-opening program. Justice may be blind, but I
believe she has one eye covered to allow her Youth
Court to see things in a new way and the other eye open
because, let’s face it, she is an inquisitive female with a
love for justice ….

So … what are you waiting for? Middle age? Don’t
wait, just go ahead and get involved in your community
by spending time with an insightful young jurist. Join us
in making the practice of law an honorable profession that
changes youths’ lives in your community. �

A View from the Bench …
Christy R. Little

Christy R. Little

“… I’m sold on this well organized hands-on learning experience.”
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The annual Mary Ann Williams Scholarship Benefit
Dinner and Silent Auction raised more than $8,600 for
scholarships. This annual banquet benefits the youth
volunteers of the Sumner County Teen Court Program.
Mary Ann Williams was the first program coordinator
of the Sumner County Teen Court Program. As a
memorial to her commitment to the youth of Sumner
County and her love of the Teen Court Program, this
annual benefit is held in her honor and awards scholar-
ships to Sumner county Teen Court youth volunteers.
Hendersonville Christian Academy hosted a dinner
catered by The Olive Garden. 

This year Sumner County youth volunteers were
awarded a total of $7,500 in scholarships. Two $3,000
“Mary Ann Williams Scholarships” were awarded to
Cassidy Cantrell, a graduate from Station Camp High

School with a 3.99 GPA and Zachary Smith, a graduate
from Merrol Hyde Magnet School who had a 3.83
GPA. The $1,500 “Jay Slater Memorial Scholarship,”
funded by the Slater family and friends was awarded to
the high school senior who has fulfilled the role as an
attorney. The Slater award went to Zachary Smith. 

Another award presented in honor of Mrs. Williams
was the Mary Ann Williams Award. This went to a
board member and Teen Court member that best repre-
sents Teen Court. This member exhibits support,
strength, and goes above and beyond, is an inspiration
to members and an ideal role model for other members.
Hendersonville attorney Gary Williams received the
award for board members and in honor of his mother.
Zachary Smith received the award for Teen Court
members. Another honorable award presented was the

“Attorney of the Year Award”. This award was presented
to Miles Malbrough a graduate from Beech High
School. This was awarded for his exceptional courtroom
skills of both prosecuting and defense attorney roles.
Funny awards and Member of the Month were also
presented to Teen Court members to highlight their
strengths and contribution to the program.

This dinner served as a fundraiser for Tennessee Teen
Court Program Inc, and the event included the dinner, a
silent auction, and awards. Many members of the Sumner
County Bar Association supported the fundraiser through
generous donations. Several donations made this event
possible. Hendersonville Christian Academy donated the
desserts, drinks and paper products. 

Teen Court program provides juveniles, who are
first time offenders, an opportunity to face a jury of
their peers. These peers are students who live or attend
a school in Sumner County and have completed 14
hours of intense training, which is provided by local
attorneys and other volunteers. The juvenile offender
will have a separate hearing held where their peers
fulfill the roles of the courtroom. The jury will then
make the appropriate sanctions for the crime. The
Juvenile Court Judge and Magistrate will determine
who will be granted this opportunity. Teen Court’s
purpose is to intervene early in delinquent or unruly
behavior while providing an educational forum for first
time offenders in the community. �

Magistrate David Howard (President, Tennessee Teen Court
Program Inc.), Zachary Smith, Cassidy Cantrell and Tammy
Lee (Director of Teen Court, Treasurer, Tennessee Teen Court
Program Inc). Submitted photo

Gary Williams presents the Mary Ann Williams award to
Zachary Smith.

Teen Court Program Raises $8,600 for Scholarships

Youth Courts provide a disposition alternative to youth who commit a non-violent first offense. It is a delin-
quency prevention and intervention program chosen as a model program by the U.S. Department of Justice
Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention. 

Follow us on Facebook: Tennessee Youth Courts Program — Friends of the Court  

4



Spring Training
The year started with a flurry of
activity all centered on spring
training. Spring training isn’t
always about baseball. This
training was for adult youth court
volunteers and those interested in
starting youth courts. 

Tell me about the history of
the youth court movement.
What was it like as you started to
organize? What is the national
perspective on youth courts? How to you apply restora-
tive justice to youth courts when deciding on a dispo-
sition? When implementing a disposition? How do I
communicate with a parent whose culture is so totally
different from mine? How do I communicate with
someone who is difficult?

These are some of the questions that were answered
at the Tennessee Youth Court Program Training Confer-
ence in March. The conference, made possible through
a grant from the Tennessee Office of Criminal Justice
Programs, covered topics such as national perspectives
on the youth court movement, restorative practices,
communication across cultures, and communicating
with difficult people. The conference participants came
from as far west as Shelby County and from Union
County to the east. Participants represented community
members, not-for-profit community organizations, juve-
nile court personnel, and lawyers. So, with such a diverse
group, discussions were always lively and engaging.
Conference presenters included Katie Self, former pres-
ident of the National Association of Youth Courts and
Executive Director of the Sarasota Teen Court in Florida.
Kaitie has over 25 years experience in the national scene
as an advocate in the youth court movement Joining
Katie was Tracy Godwin Mullins, Deputy Director of
the American Probation and Parole Association and
author of much of the early youth court research and
training documents. Local experts included Eric Johnson
from STARS Nashville, who led discussions and role-
plays on restorative practices, circles and conferences.
Rev. Neely Williams, adjunct professor at David
Lipscomb University and senior consultant with
Community Engagement Strategies and Resources
provided tools to use as we communicate across cultures.
Keith Froehling, “Mentor to Millions,” combined
humor with his expertise as a nationally known commu-
nicator to enable the participants to communicate in
stressful situation with calm, confident effectiveness. 

The final session of the conference was lead by Red
and his colleague, Ranger Bass. Red, an injured red-
tailed hawk, is now an employee of the Tennessee State
Parks system. Recovered from her injuries, but unable
to fly, Red assists with lectures on the environment and
state wildlife. 

Sumner County Regional Best 
Practices Training
In late summer, adult coordinators gathered for the first
ever, Regional Best Practices Training. This training
opportunity was held in Gallatin and lead by Sumner
County’s Teen Court Program Coordinator, Ms.
Tammy Lee. Zanira Whitfield, Juvenile Justice
Specialist from the Tennessee Commission on Children
and Youth, joined adult coordinators from Mont-
gomery County, Sandra Smith-Williams and Erica
O’Neal, Davidson County coordinators, Darlene
Kimbrough and Jon Stephens and Avis Lamar from
Memphis/Shelby County who came in special to the
training event. After a thorough review of the Sumner
County Teen Court recruiting and training regime,
participants were treated to a mock trial. The youth
volunteers of the Sumner County Teen Court was
unaware that the respondent who was before them on
a drug use petition was actually a juvenile court intern
from Belmont University. The youth volunteers’ repre-
sentation of their clients was flawless. The professional
and knowledgeable way in which the youth volunteers
performed their various roles was a testament to their
training. The Sumner County Teen Court is the oldest
adult judge model court in Tennessee, boasting 10 years
of continuous operation. �
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and training are currently under way. 
• Williamson County — Centennial High School,

initial training started. 
• Sullivan County — Kingsport Dobyns-Bennett

High School. 

Program highlights
• Three-day residential training conference for

adult youth court volunteers/coordinators
• Regional Best Practices Training for adult volun-

teers/coordinators

• Day-long educational opportunity for youth
volunteers with speakers Hon. Richard Dinkins,
Court of Appeals Judge, and Howard Gentry, Jr.,
Davidson County Criminal Court Clerk.

• Members of the Napier Looby Bar Association
agreed to participate as mentors and judges for
the Davidson County Youth Court Program. 

• Presented at the Tennessee Innovation in
Evidence-Based Programming Conference

• Training for the Tennessee D.A.R.E. Officers
Association Annual Conference. �

Happy New Year continued from page 1

Madison Teen Court County has
virtually doubled its size in one year
of operation Memphis/Shelby
County Youth Court exemplifies
the recommendation of the
Department of Justice findings that
youth court programs and restora-
tive justice strategies were curatives
for equal protection violations. 

DOJ findings
Sumner County Teen Court awarded $7,500 in schol-
arships during its annual banquet in April. In
November, the court installed 42 new members. See
these stories in the Tennessean.

Williamson County’s Centennial High School
conducted its initial training and have named their court
the Cougar Peer Council.

Wilson County Teen Court
installed 23 new members and
awarded $2,000 in scholarships at
its installation. Hon. C. Berry
Tatum presided over the swearing-
in exercises. 

Judge Installs 42 New
Members to Teen Court
Sumner County Teen Court added
42 new youth volunteer court

members. 12-hours of extensive training was capped off
with a mock trial that was conducted in a packed court-
room filled with families, friends and community
members. Magistrate David Howard presided over the
mock trial after which Teen Court coordinator, Tammy
Lee, explained elements of the program. Finally, Judge
Barry Brown swore in the new members. �

The Courts

The late Alex Haley told a story about a turtle
on top of a fence. He said that if you were ever
to see such a thing, you would know one thing,
at least. You would know that the turtle had
help. The Tennessee Youth Court Program isn’t
a turtle. But the accomplishments of this year
would not have been possible without help. 
So, we offer out sincere thanks and wishes

for a bright and beautiful holiday season to all
of you who have supported and helped us:

Juvenile Court Judges and court

personnel, the Secretary of State Publications
Office, the Tennessee Office of Criminal
Justice Programs, the Public Defenders
Conference, our partners and collaborators
across the state, Montgomery Bell State Park
personnel, School District administrators,
the adult coordinators and volunteers who
are on the frontline with the youth, the
youth without whom we would not have
such an effective program and so many more
who quietly help. �

Thank You

Please find the youth court program in your community. 
A kid’s life will never be the same — and neither will yours.
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